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including Peninsular Thailand

FRANCIS S.P. NG

‘/s Forest Research Institute Malaysia. Kepong, 52109 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Abstract

In the genus Diospyros. seven new species (D. beccarioides Ng, D. brainii Ng, D. crockerensis
Ng. D. keningauensis Ng, D. Iunduensis Ng. D. multinervis Ng and D. parabuxifolia Ng)
and six new varieties (D. curranii Merr. var. kaliimantanensis Ng; D. ferruginescens Bakh.
var. rufotomentosa Ng; D. lanceifolia Roxb. var. iliaspaiei Ng. var. renageorgei Ng. var.
saliciformis Ng: D. penibukanensis Bakh. var. scalarinervis Ng) are described. Thirty species
or varieties are reduced to synonymy.

Introduction

In revising the genus Diospyros for the Tree Flora of Sabah and Sarawak,
I took the opportunity to review the genus for Borneo and Peninsular
Malaysia. This has resulted in the recognition of seven new species and six
new varieties, and the reduction of 30 species or varieties to synonymy.

New Species
1. Diospyros beccarioides Ng. sp. nov.

Arbor ad 20 m alta: rami dense rubro-brunnee pubescentes demum
glabrescentes. Folia membranacea ad chartacea, glabra, oblonga ad ovato-
oblonga 16-30 cm longa 5.5-11 cm lata, basi cuneata leviter attenuata rare
rotundata, apice acuminato, costa supra immersa plana vel ‘marginibus’
elevatis provisa. infra nervis lateralibus prominentibus paribus 7-13
incurvatis ante margines anastomosantibus venam intra-marginalem plus
minusve distinctam formantibus, venatione intercostali prominula laxe
scalariformi; petiolus 0.8-1.5 cm longus. Inflorescentia mascula cymis
subsessilis condensatis floribus ut videtur 3 vel plus sed ignotis. Fructus 1-
3 pedicellis 0.3-0.8 cm longis suffulti, globosi ad 2.5 cm diam. glabri, calyce
in lobis 4 vel 5 erectis folioso-coriaceis plicatis accrescentibus ad ¢. 2 cm
longis 1.5 cm latis diviso. Typus: Yii et al. S 50325, Sarawak (KEP holo,
SAR is0).
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Figure 1

Tree to 20 m tall. 7wigs densely reddish brown pubescent, becoming
glabrous with age. Leaves membranaceous to chartaceous, glabrous: oblong
or oblong-obovate, 16-30 x 5.5-11 cm. base cuneate and slightly attenuate,
rarely rounded, apex acuminate: midrib above sunken. flat, or sunken with
raised sides; lateral veins prominent below, 7-13 pairs, inarching and
anastomosing at the margins to form a more-or-less distinct intramarginal
vein; intercostal venation prominulous below, laxly scalariform; petiole 8-
15 mm long. Male inflorescences subsessile condensed cymes of 3 or more
flowers. Flowers unknown. Fruits 1-3, on 3-8 mm long stalks, globose, to c.
2.5 cm diam.. glabrous. Fruit calyx divided into 4-5 valvate lobes. the lobes
erect, leafy-coriaceous. plicate. accrescent. to ¢. 2 x 1.5 cm.

Distribution and habitat: Sumatra (Jacobs 8341. Lampung Prov.): Borneo,
Sarawak (8§ 8633, S 16177. S 31817, S 32625, S 50325, S 65187, Chew CWL
1100, 1141); Kalimantan ( Endert 5164, 5380; Kessler et al. 824, 969): Sulawesi
(Vogel & Vermuelen 6981). In Sarawak, the species is found on limestone
hills, up to 200 m altitude.

Notes: Bakhuizen in Bull. Jard. Bot. Btz. Ser. ii1. 15 (1938) 239 had included
specimens of three species under Diospyros beccarii Hiern. The two
syntypes of D. beccarii Hiern belong to D. sumatrana Miq., hence D. beccarii
has to be reduced to D. sumatrana. At least two other of his cited specimens.
bb. 12051 and bb. 14750, belong to D. daemona Bakh.. The third element,
represented by, for example, Endert 5164 belongs to this new species, D.
beccarioides, which can be distinguished from D. sumatrana by its larger
fruits with accrescent calyx lobes up to 2 cm long, and larger leaves, with a
stronger tendency to form an intramarginal vein.

2. Diospyros brainii Ng, sp. nov.

Arbores mediocres ad 29 m altae. Folia mediocra ad magna. oblongo-
ovata, 11.5-19.5 x 2.5-6 cm, apice acuminata. basi cuneata, lamina chartacea,
glabra, costa supra immersa: nervi secundarii infra prominuli ad prominentes
8-10 pares intus curvati in nervo intramarginali inconspicuo ad circa tertiam
spatiam inter marginem costamque anastomosantes; nervi tertiarii
inconspicui reticulati; petiolus 0.5-1 cm. Flores ignoti. Fructus solitarius,
sessilis, globosus ad 4.5 cm diam., glaber. in sicco valde rugosus. Calyx
accrescens, in lobis 4 vel 5 coriaceis valvatis 1.5 cm longis profunde divisus,
in quoque axe principali sursum curvato fructus curvaturam secundo sed
marginibus inter se deorsum curvatis. Typus: Brain anak Tada, S 15932,
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Figure 1. Diospyros beccarioides Ng. A.leafy twig: and B. fruit. (A-B from § 50325).
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Figure 2. Diospyros brainii Ng. A. leafy twig and B. fruit. (A-B from § /5932).
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Borneo. Sarawak (SAR holo, SAN, SING iso).

Figure 2

Medium trees to 29 m tall. Leaves medium-sized to large, oblong-obovate.
11.5-19.5 x 2.5-6 cm. apex acuminate. base cuneate: lamina chartaceous.
glabrous: midrib sunken above: lateral veins prominulous to prominent
below, 8-10 pairs, inarching and anastomosing to form a faint looping
intramarginal vein at one third of the distance from the margin to the
midrib: intercostal venation faint. reticulate; petiole 5-10 mm long. Flowers
unknown. Fruit solitary. sessile. globose. to 4.5 cm diam.. drving much
wrinkled and shrivelled. glabrous. Fruit calyx accrescent. divided deeply
into 4-5 coriaceous valvate lobes. 1.5 cm long. the main axis of each lobe
curved upwards following the curvature of the fruit base. but the sides
bent backwards towards each other.

Distribution and habitat: Endemic to Borneo: Sarawak (S 15932 and S 27961).
Lowland forest at Bintulu.

Notes: The location of the intramarginal vein at some distance from the
margin is reminiscent of Diospyros neurosepala Bakh., which differs in
having leafy calyx lobes. The fruiting calyx recalls that of D. sulcata
Kosterm.. which differs in the absence of an intramarginal vein in the leaf.

3. Diospyros crockerensis Ng. sp. nov.

Arbores parvae ad 11 m altae: ramuli dense velutini. Folia mediocra,
elliptica. 7-17 x 2.5-8.3 cm. apice acuminata. basi cuneata. lamina chartacea
infra dense pubescentia. costa supra immersa sulco puberulo: nervi
secundarii subtus prominentes 6-9 pares: nervi tertiarii subtus prominuli
laxe scalariformes; petioli ¢. 0.5 cm longi dense velutini. Flores masculi 3-9
vel plus ad extremos cymarum elongatarum 2—+.5 cm dispositi, calyx in
lobis 4 anguste oblongis imbricatis profunde divisus, corolla salveriformis
ad 0.8 cm longa. Flores feminei c. 3-floris ad extremos cymarum elongatarum
0.8-2.8 cm dispositi. calvx in lobis 4 imbricatis profunde divisus. Pedicellus
in fructu 0.8-2.8 cm. Calyx non-accrescens. lobis ¢. 0.2 x 0.1 ¢cm. Fructus
plerumque solitarii. oblongo-ovoidei ad 3.5 x 1.5 cm. velutini, apice in
acumine acuto gradatim contracto, pericarpio tenui lignoso. Typus: Dewol
& Karim SAN 78389. Borneo. Sabah, Crocker Range (SAN holo. SING
150).
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Figure 3. Diospyros crockerensis Ng. A. leafy twig; B. fruit: C. female flowers after shedding of
corollas: D. male flower bud; E. male tflower bud in longitudinal section. (A-C from SAN
78389, D-E from § 25273).
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Figure 3

Small trees to 11 m tall. 7wigs densely velvety. Leaves medium-sized, elliptic,
7-17 x 2.5-8.3 cm, apex acuminate. base cuneate: lamina chartaceous.
densely hairy below: midrib sunken above, the groove covered with short
hairs: lateral veins prominent below. 6-9 pairs: intercostal venation
prominulous below. laxly scalariform: petiole c. 5 mm long. densely velvety.
Male flowers in clusters of 3-9 or more. at the ends of elongated 2-4.5 cm
long cymes: calyx divided deeply into 4 narrowly oblong imbricate lobes:
corolla salverform, to 8 mm long. Fernale flowers in clusters of about 3. at
the ends of elongated 8-28 mm cymes: calyx divided deeply into 4 imbricate
lobes. Fruits usually solitary, on 8-28 mm stalks, oblong-ovoid, with the
apex gradually tapered to a sharp point, to 3.5 x 1.5 cm. velvety. with thinly
woody wall. Fruit calyx non-accrescent. the lobes ¢. 2 x I mm.

Distribution and habitar: Endemic to Borneo: Sabah (SAN 78389. SAN
11589, SAN 130109) and Sarawak (S 25273). In hill forests.

4. Diospyros keningauensis Ng. sp. nov.

Arbores mediocres ad magnae. ad 40 m altae. Folia minuta ad mediocra.
anguste elliptica ad ovata 3.5-13 x 1.5—4 cm. apice acuminata. basi cuneata
ad rotundata. lamina chartacea glabra ad infra sparse appresse pubescentia,
proprie rugosa in sicco. costa supra prominula in juventute appresse
pubescens: nervi secundarii subtus prominentes 5-8 pares: nervi tertiarii
subtus prominuli scalariformes; petioli 0.5-1 cm. Flores masculi 3-5 in
cymis 0.5-1.5 cm dispositi, quae in quoque nodo 2 vel plus glomeratae
possunt; calyx in lobis 4 valvatis divisus: corolla salveriformis 1.4 cm longa.
Flos femineus solitarius pedunculo 0.5-1 cm: calyx lobis valvatis 4 (5) divisus.
Pedicellus in fructu 0.5-1 cm. Calyx non-accrescens. lobi c. 0.5 x 0.5 cm.
Fructus solitarius. globosus ad 4.5 cm diam.. in juventute dense pubescens.
in sicco pericarpio crasso irregulariter rugosus. Typus: Leopold & Saikal
SAN 74495. Borneo, Sabah (KEP holo, SAN, SING iso).

Figure 4

Medium and big trees to 40 m tall. Leaves small to medium-sized. narrowly
elliptic to ovate. 3.5-13 x 1.5~ cm. apex acuminate. base cuneate to
rounded: lamina chartaceous, glabrous to sparsely appressed hairy below,
drying characteristically wrinkled: midrib prominulous above. appressed
hairy when young: lateral veins prominent below, 5-8 pairs: intercostal
veins prominulous below. scalariform; petiole 5-10 mm long. Male flowers
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Figure 4. Diospyros keningauensis Ng. A. leaty twig; B. temale inflorescence: C. temale flower;
D. female flower in longitudinal section; E. as D but after removal of ovary to show staminodes:
F. ovary in transverse section. G. male inflorescence; H. male flower bud; I. male flower bud in

longitudmal section: J. fruit. (A-F from SAN 26704, B-D from SFN 27136, G-1 from SFN
27136, from SAN 74495).
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in clusters of 3-5 on 5-15 mm long cymes. which may be clustered in 2 or
more to each node; calyx divided into 4 valvate lobes: corolla salverform.,
¢. 1.4 cm long. Female flowers solitary on a 5-10 mm peduncle; calyx
divided into 4(-5) valvate lobes; corolla 4(-5)-lobed: staminodes 8: ovary
bearing 8 ovules. Fruits solitary. on 5-10 mm long stalks, globose, irregularly
wrinkled on drying, thick-walled. to 4.5 cm diam., densely hairy when
voung. Fruit calyx not accrescent. the lobes about 5 x 5 mm.

Distribution and habitat: Endemic to Borneo: Sabah (Carr SFN 27136:
SAN 26704. SAN 33783, SAN 71930, SAN 74495). Lower montane and
montane forests at 1300-1500 m in the vicinity of Mt Kinabalu (Keningau,
Ranau).

5. Diospyros lunduensis Ng, sp. nov.

Arbores mediocres ad 25 m altae. Folia mediocra. elliptica ad oblongo-
elliptica 5.6-14 x 2.8-6 cm. apice breviter acuminata vel acuta. basi rotundata
ad subcordata, lamina coriacea. glabra, supra in sicco ad nigra vergentia,
costa supra immersa; nervi secundarii subtus prominentes 5-7 pares; nervi
tertiarii supra prominuli laxe reticulati; petioli 0.5-0.8 cm. Flores masculi
ignoti. feminei solitarii pedicellis 0.2-0.4 cm longis suffulti, calyce in lobis 4
rotundatis imbricatis pubescentibus profunde diviso. Pedicelli in fructu 0.2—
0.4 cm longi. Calyx non-accrescens. lobis ad 0.6 x 0.6 cm patentibus ad
reflexis. Fructus solitarius, globosus ad 2 cm diam.. glaber vel sparse appresse
pubescens. Typus: Otlunan S 49996, Borneo, Sarawak, Lundu, G. Pueh
(KEP holo. SAN is0).

Figure 5

Medium-sized trees to 25 m tall. Leaves medium-sized, elliptic to oblong-
elliptic, 5.6-14 x 2.8-6 cm, apex shortly acuminate or acute, base rounded
to subcordate; lamina coriaceous, glabrous. tending to dry black above:
midrib sunken above; lateral veins prominent below. 5-7 pairs; intercostal
venation prominulous below, laxly reticulate: petiole 5-8 mm long. Male
flowers unknown. Female flowers solitary, on 2-4 mm long stalks: calyx
deeply divided into 4 rounded imbricate hairy lobes: corolla 4-lobed:
staminodes 4; ovary with 4 ovules. Fruits solitary. on 2-4 mm long stalks,
globose. to 2 cm diam., glabrous or sparsely appressed hairy. Fruir calyx
not accrescent. the lobes to 6 x 6 mm, spreading to reflexed.

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo: Sarawak (S 49996 and S 25482).
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Figure 5. Diospyros lunduensis Ng. A. leafy flowering twig: B. female flower bud; C. female
flower bud in longitudinal section: D. as C but with ovary removed to show staminodes; E.
ovary in transverse section; F. fruit. (A-E from § 25482, F from § 49996).



Diospyros (Ebenaceae) in Borneo and Peninsular Malavsia 301

6. Diospyros multinervis Ng. sp. nov.

Arbores mediocres ad 20 m altae. Folia magna. oblongo-lanceolata 21-32
x 5.8-9.2 cm. apice acuminata. basi subcordata. lamina chartacea glabra.
costa supra immersa: nervi secundarii subtus prominentes 15-17 pares:
nervi tertiarii subtus prominentes incerte scalariformes: petioli 0.8-1 cm.
Flores ignoti. Cymae in fructu laxe ramosae 2.5-3.5 cm longae: pedicelli 1-
1.5 cm. Calyx patelliformis. 4-radiatus. in lobis 4 valvatis divisus marginibus
coreaceis reflexis ¢. 2 em diam. Fructus 3-3. globosi 2-3 cm diam.. glabri.
Typus: Burley er al. 2726. Borneo. Kalimantan (KEP holo).

Figure 6

Medium-sized trees to 20 m tall. Leaves large. oblong lanceolate. 21-32 x
5.8-9.2 cm. apex acuminate. base subcordate: lamina chartaceous. glabrous:
midrib sunken above: lateral veins prominent below. 15-17 pairs: intercostal
venation prominent below. vaguelv scalariform: petiole 8-10 mm long.
Flowers unknown. Fruits 3-5. with 1-1.5 cm pedicels on laxly branched
cvmes 2.5-3.5 cm long. globose to elliptic. 2-3 cm diam.. glabrous. puckered
on drying. Fruit calvx c. 2 cm diameter divided into 4 valvate lobes. forming
a 4-pointed plate. with the sides of the lobes coriaceous and reflexed.

Distribution and habitar: Endemic to Borneo: Kalimantan (Burley er al.
2472 and 2726. G. Bentuang area of W. Kalimantan). Lowland forest.

Notes: This species is very close to Diospyros wallichii King & Gamble.
differing in the glabrous fruits borne on individual pedicels 1-1.5 cm long.
which arise from peduncles 1-2 ¢cm long (adding up to an infructescence c.
3.5 cm long excluding the fruits). Overall. the inflorescence infructescence
1s much longer than that of D. wallichii.

The local Malay name ruba monver (monkey tuba) indicates that the
fruits are used as a kind of fish poison.

7. Diospyros parabuxifolia Ng. sp. nov.

Arbores mediocres. ad 15 m altae. Folia minuta. obovata 1.5-2 x 0.8-1.5
cm. apice rotundata acuta vel breviter acuminata. basi cuneata ad attenuata.
lamina chartacea glabra. costa supra immersa ad prominens: nervi secundarii
et tertiarii invisibiles: petioli 0.1-0.2 cm. Flores ignoti. Pedicelli in fructu
elongati 1.5-2 cm. Calvx non-accrescens. in lobis 4 imbricatis rotundatis
0.2 x 0.2 cm profunde divisus. Fructus solitarius. ellipsoideus ¢. 2 x 1 cm.
pericarpio angusto in sicco corrugato fere glabro. Typus: /lias Paie S 33017.
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Figure 6. Diospyros multinervis Ng. A lealy twig and B. fruit. (A-B from Burley et al. 2726).
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Borneo, Sarawak. Lawas, Bukit Batanga (KEP holo; SAN, SAR iso).

Figure 7

Medium-sized trees to 15 m tall. Leaves small, obovate, 1.5-2 x 0.8-1.5 cm,
apex rounded. acute or shortly acuminate, base cuneate to attenuate; lamina
chartaceous, glabrous: midrib sunken to raised above; lateral veins invisible;
intercostal venation pattern invisible: petiole 1-2 mm long. Flowers
unknown. Fruits solitary, on elongated 1.5-2 cm long stalks. ellipsoid. ¢. 2 x
1 cm, thin-walled and puckered on drying, almost glabrous. Fruiting calyx
not accrescent, divided deeply into 4 imbricate rounded lobes, ¢. 2 x 2 mm.

Distribution and habitat: Endemic to Borneo: Sarawak, Lawas and Kapit
(8§ 33017, S 60062). Lower montane forests at 1030-1500 m altitude.

Notes: This species differs from Diospyros buxifolia (Blume) Hiern mainly
in its elongated fruit stalk. From D. graciliflora Hiern, which also has an
elongated fruit stalk, it differs in the fruit, which is ellipsoid (not globose).
In addition, the fruit stalk of D. graciliflora is much more slender.

New Varieties

1. Diospyros curranii Merr., Phil. J. Sc. Bot. 4 (1909) 306.
var. curranii

Synonym: D. curraniopsis Bakh., Gard. Bull. S. S. 7 (1933) 168, syn. nov.;
types: Endert 4883, Borneo, Kalimantan (BO), Eliner 21464, Borneo, Sabah
(BO).

var. kalimantanensis Ng, var. nov.

A varietate typica in calyce frutescenti patenti nec reflexo multo amplificato
quo fundibulum fructu centrali formanti differt. Typus: Veldkamp 8148,
Borneo, Kalimantan, Tumbang Tubus S of Bukit Raya (KEP holo, BO, L
is0).

Dustribution: Borneo, Kalimantan, at Bukit Raya (Mogea 3569, 3585, 3621
Veldkamp 8148).

Notes: This differs from the typical variety in the fruiting calyx being
outstretched instead of reflexed, and much enlarged, so that the calyx
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Figure 7. Diospyros parabuxifolia. A. leafy twig and B. fruit. (A-B from S 33017)
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forms a 5-lobed funnel with the fruit in the centre. This variety appears to
replace var. curranii in the vicinity of Bukit Raya. so male and sterile
collections from Bukit Rayva can be assumed to belong to this variety
rather than the type variety.

2. Diospyros ferruginescens Bakh.. Bull. Jard. Bot. Btz. Ser. iii. 15 (1941)
409.

var. rufotomentosa Ng, var. nov.

A varietate typica praecipue in foliis infra dense rufe tomentosis differt;
folia etiam latiora (ad 5.5 cm lata) possunt. nervis secundariis
prominentioribus distincte incurvatis. Typus: Maikin et al. SAN 132942,
Borneo, Sabah, Lumaku FR (SAN holotype).

Medium-sized trees to 20 m tall. Twigs densely rusty hairy. Leaves medium-
sized. oblong-elliptic, 6.5-11.5 x 3-5.5 cm. apex acuminate. base acute:
lamina chartaceous. densely rusty hairy below. tending to dry black above:
midrib sunken above. the groove often filled with hairs: lateral veins
prominent below. 610 pairs. inarching strongly at the margins: intercostal
veins prominent below, reticulate: petiole ¢. 5 mm long. Male flowers in
clusters of 3-9, shortly pedicelled, sharing a common 5-7 mm peduncle;
calyx divided into 4 small triangular valvate teeth: corolla salverform. 5-7
mm long. Female flowers not known. Fruits solitary. on 1-2 mm long stalks.
ovoid to globose. to 1.5 cm diam.. densely rusty hairy. Fruit calyx accrescent,
divided deeply into 4-5 triangular valvate lobes. forming a 4-5 pointed
star, each lobe ¢. 5 x 4 mm.

Distribution and habitar: Endemic to Borneo: Sabah (SAN 55535. SAN 66013,
SAN 102122, SAN 113977, SAN 132942, SAN 139235). Kalimantan
(Kostermans 8778). Lowland and hill forests up to 700 m.

Notes: This differs from the typical variety mainly in the underside of the

leaves. which is densely rusty-hairy. The leaves may also be broader (to 3.5
cm wide) with the lateral veins more prominent and distinctly inarching.

3. Diospyros lanceifolia Roxb.. Hort. Beng. (1814) 93.
var. iliaspaiei Ng. var. nov.

Arbores mediocres ad 27 m altae: ramuli dense ferrugineo-pubescentes.



























